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Ex-Vietti owners announce new Serralunga
project

Avear after resigning from Vietti in Barolo, Elena Penna and Luca Currado
announce a new venture. *Cascina Penna-Currado is a return to our origins,”
said Penna.

Michaela Morris
March 19, 2024

> Hizhlighls News Home

Earlv lasl vear, Elena Penna and Luca Currado seized Lhe opportunily Lo purchase Lhe
hisloric Cascina Lazzarilo, which crowns the Lazzarilo cru al Lhe entrance Lo Lhe village
ol Serralunga d’Alba. Buill in 1554 and orizginally called Sanla Giulia, the larmhouse was
owned by Lhe Marchesi Fallelli belore being passed onlo Lhe Opera Pia Barolo (a

charilable inslilulion).

Cascina Lazzarilo boasls sweeping views ol the Barolo region. According Lo Penna il is: A
magical place where we can slarl our new [amily vovage.” They immedialelv sel aboul

resloring il according Lo UNESCO'S stringenl guidelines.
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Concerning Lhe vinevards., Lhe [amily has pieced Llogether approximalely zo heclares. The
lease ol 13 conlignons heclares in Lthe hamlel of San Scbasliano was [acililaled by a 2zo-
vear [riendship wilh Lhe estale's [ormer owners. While within the Monlorte d'Alba

Lownship, il sils jusl oulside the Barolo zone.

Penna describes ils posilioning as stralegic, particularly with respectl Lo climale change.
The vinevards look lowards the mounlains and are moderaled by eool oulllows, The

properly also boasts loresl and a small natural lake. which will prove Lo be an advanlage
in arid vinlages when emergency irrigalion is permilled. “This sile has evervthing for Lthe

[ulure,” she said.

The firsl wines under Lthe Cascina Penna-Currado label hail largely [rom the 2023 vinlage
and will he released laler Lhis vear. Alongside a Langhe Nebbiolo and Doleello d'Alba [rom
Lhe San Sebasliano properly, the range includes a Timorasso [rom a 2.5-heclare leased
plolin the Colli Torlonesi.

The 2023 Barbera d’Alba and Nebbiolo d*alba will [ollow in zozs, while the zo23 Barolos
will be launched in 2027, For the laller, Penna and Currado secured several long-lerm
renlal conlracls of zo Lo 25 vears Lolalling five heclares.

“‘We conlrol evervihing in the vinevard [rom A Lo ¥, Penna said. The eslale’s calling card
will be Lhe “classic” Barolo which blends plols in Lhe villages ol Verduno, Barolo and
Monlorte d’Alba. ILwill be complemented by Lwo Barolo MGA bolllings, Wilhout
disclosing Lheir specilic identities, Penna simply savs Lhal they are among Lhe
denominalion’s mosl hizhly rezarded. "We are very proud of whal we were able Lo do in
jusl a lew months,” she slaled.

Aller selling Vielli Lo American business mogul Kvle Krause in July 2016, Lhe couple’s
non-compele agreementl expired in 2010, However, Lhey conlinued managing the
properly unlil January zoz3. They wailed [or Lhis splil before assembling Lhe elements ol
Cascina Penna-Currado.

Tolal produclion is currentlly a projecled 7o.000 hollles. “We wanled somelhing we could
manage as a family,” said Penna.

While the conple’s children, Michele and Ginlia are already involved, Lhey are still in
universily, Bolh plan on joining Lheir parents [ull lime aller compleling Lheir studies and
internships al olther eslales.

Penna underlines Lhal Lhis is a new projecl wilh polenlial Lo evolve. “We are in our mid-
lilie

5 and sLill have plenly ol ambilion,” she said.



